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LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEE 
 
Minutes of the proceedings at a meeting of the Licensing Sub-Committee held in the 
District Council Chamber, South Lakeland House, Kendal, on Monday, 3 October 2022, at 
10.00 a.m. 
 

Present 
 

Councillors 
 
   
  
 

Kevin Holmes 
 

Helen Irving 
 

Doug Rathbone 
 

 

Officers 
 

Rachel Ireland Trainee Solicitor 

Donna McCarthy Specialist (Licensing) 

Jane McKeon Case Management Officer (Support Services) 

Josie Smith Legal, Governance and Democracy Specialist (Solicitor) 

Tony Smith Specialist (Licensing) 

 

LS/25 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN  
 
RESOLVED – That Councillor Kevin Holmes be elected Chairman for the meeting. 
 

LS/26 APOLOGIES AND RECONSTITUTION OF MEMBERSHIP  
 
There were no apologies and there had been no change in the membership of the Sub-
Committee and, therefore, no reconstitution was necessary. 
 

LS/27 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
RESOLVED – That it be noted that no declarations of interests were raised. 
 

LS/28 LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972 - EXCLUDED ITEMS  
 
RESOLVED – That it be noted that there are no excluded items on the agenda. 
 

LS/29 INTRODUCTIONS  
 
The Chairman made introductions and read out the procedure for the meeting. 
 

LS/30 APPLICATION FOR THE VARIATION OF A PREMISES LICENCE AT 35 THE 
PROMENADE, ARNSIDE  
 
The Legal, Governance and Democracy Specialist (Solicitor) announced that the 
Licensing Specialist had, this morning, been made aware of further public representations 
received by the Council within the consultation period in relation to this application and 
that the Licensing team had not had the opportunity to consider if the representations 
were valid.  
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The Legal, Governance and Democracy Specialist (Solicitor) stated that the information 
had been uploaded to the Planning Portal and that the Licensing Team had not been 
made aware of the representations received. In light of the fact that those making 
representations had not been given the opportunity to attend nor were the representations 
included within the report to Members, the Legal, Governance and Democracy Specialist 
(Solicitor) advised Members that in the interests of fairness, they may wish to consider 
adjourning the meeting. The Legal, Governance and Democracy Specialist (Solicitor) 
advised that further investigation would be needed to check if any other representations 
had been received within the relevant period and to understand how the information had 
not been sent to the Licensing department.  
 
The Applicant’s Representative expressed extreme disappointment and made objections 
to the potential adjournment of the meeting. The Applicant had placed personal plans on 
hold to accommodate the meeting and expressed concern at the large costs involved. 
Further delay would cost the Applicant more money and the Applicant explained that this 
was unacceptable.  
 
The Applicant’s Representative requested Members propose a short adjournment to 
assess the number and content of the representations before making a decision to 
adjourn the meeting to a later date and suggested that, dependent on the content of the 
documents, Sub Committee Members may be minded to proceed today.  
 
The Legal, Governance and Democracy Specialist (Solicitor) advised the Sub Committee 
Members that those who had made representations had not been afforded the opportunity 
to make their objections in person and that they had the right to be present, or be 
represented, at the meeting to provide verbal representation and to ask questions.  
 
The Applicant’s Representative requested that officers clarify how many additional 
representations had been received in order for Members to make an informed decision if 
the meeting should proceed. The Applicant’s Representative queried why the 
representations had been missed. 
 
The Legal, Governance and Democracy Specialist (Solicitor) explained the means by 
which the representations had been received and that further investigation would be 
carried out.  
 
The Legal, Governance and Democracy Specialist (Solicitor) advised Members that the 
fairest course of action would be to adjourn the meeting to another date but that it was for 
Members to decide. This would provide those who had made representations the 
opportunity to attend, ask questions and be supported in participating fairly. The Legal, 
Governance and Democracy Specialist (Solicitor) reminded Members that interested 
parties have the right to attend and that they had not been offered this opportunity.  
 
The Sub-Committee resolved to adjourn the meeting for thirty minutes in order that 
representations received could be located and copies made available to all those present 
at the meeting before making an informed decision on adjourning the meeting to a later 
date.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10.19 a.m. 
 
The meeting reconvened at 10.57 a.m. 
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The Case Management Officer (Support Services) distributed copies of additional 
representations that were relevant to the licensing objectives and received by the Council 
within the specified period.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10.57 a.m. for all present to consider the additional 
representations. The meeting reconvened at 11.10 a.m.  
 
The Applicant’s Representative stressed the importance and value of the Blue Notice as 
key to the Licensing process in facilitating the receipt of the representations. The 
Applicant and his Representative requested the Sub Committee to re-evaluate the Blue 
Notice in this instance and again reiterated the request for the meeting to proceed.  
 
The Legal, Governance and Democracy Specialist highlighted that one objection, 
appropriately addressed to both the Licensing and Planning Teams, had been hand 
delivered in line with the requirements for making a representation.  
 
The Applicant requested that Officers present telephone the interested parties to ascertain 
if they wished to attend in order that, if they did not wish to, the meeting could proceed 
today.  
 
The Legal, Governance and Democracy Specialist (Solicitor) stressed the need to ensure 
that the hearing process is fair for all parties and in order to allow the interested party to 
attend, or be represented, the legal advice to Members was that the meeting should be 
adjourned to a later date. This would allow the interested party to fully consider whether 
they would like to make an oral representation following the receipt of a notice of hearing. 
The party would also have sufficient time to prepare their oral submissions and consider 
any questions they may wish to ask the Applicant. The Legal, Governance and 
Democracy Specialist (Solicitor) offered her apologies for the inconvenience caused to the 
Applicant.  
 
The Applicant expressed that he was deeply disappointed with the situation.  
 
RESOLVED – That the meeting be adjourned to Thursday, 13 October 2022 at 2.00pm as 
the Sub-Committee considered it necessary in the public interest to enable all parties to 
attend or be represented at the hearing in accordance with Regulation 20 of the Licensing 
Act 2003 (Hearings) Regulations 2005 (as amended). 
 
Note - The Applicant’s Representative’s later requested in correspondence that the 
adjourned meeting recommence at 3.00pm on Thursday, 13 October 2022. 
 
 
 


